JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING j‘ JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 14 DECEMBER 1953 ! BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 14 DECEMBER 1993

T L L T BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION EESEESEERESRERRERERESEES S NS ECRNCSCSSONOCERCOES RN BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION Nt L LT L L L Lt
REFNO: 0981-0-01 (ACCNO 0838) Status: (8) DEAP BODY NOT RECOVEREl REFNO: 0981-1-02 (ACCNO 0804) Status: (T) RELEASED,
Name: HOPPER, EARL PEARSON JR. Date Status assigned: 14 Jul 1982 | Name: HALL, KEITH NORMAN Date Status assigned: 14 Mar 1973
Nationality AMERICAN '\Race  CAUCASIAN {Blood Chit DATA - Nationality AMERICAN |Race  CAUCASIAN 'Blood Chit DATA
Service AIR FORCE lSex MALE iBlood type A - 3 Service AIR FORCE ISex MALE 'Blood type
Grade 02 'Hair  BROWN |Complexion FAIR ’ Grade 03 {Hair !Complexion
SSAN PATA !Eyes  BLUE 'Weapon .38 CAL PISTOL @ SSAN DATA 'Eyes 'Weapon .38 CAL PISTOL |
Serial No 'Height 70 in /1.78 mtrs [Weapon No K453221 . Serial No |Height in /0.00 mtrs !Weapon No  K458223
Birth date 21 Jul 1943 |Weight 185 1lb / 83.8 kg |Duty pos NAVIGATOR , Birth date 'Weight b / 0.0 kg !Duty pos PILOT
Home State CALIFORNIA  |Religion OTHER | PW Camp 3 s Home State 'Religion 'PW Camp HANOI PW DETE
o B B R O KR R O SITE INFORMATION EEREEROCANREEEEERRISEEaEERS NN EENECCE NS S SR E R E R R R R SITE INFORMATION P e e e Y T - L]
INCIDENT LOCATION (0) | INCIDENT LOCATION (0) LAST KNOWN LOCATION (1)
Site Type: CRASH SITE , Site Type: CRASH SITE
UTM: 48QVH7747177 UTM: 48QVH774771 48QWJ883248
Lat/Long: 203560N / 1044659E Lat/Long: 203560N / 1044659E 210125N / 1055059E
Country: NORTH VIETNAM Country: NORTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 1 Military Region: 1 3
Mission Province: SON LA , Mission Province: SON LA HA NOI
(formerly): (formerly): HANOI
Mission District: MOC CHAU : Mission District: MOC CHAU HOAN KIEM
Mission Date: 10 Jan 1968 1607L Mission Date: 10 Jan 1968 1607L
Mission Category: 3 - Mission Category: 3 S
Local Analysis: Remote area. Local Analysis: Remote area. None.
O ENEEEES R R EERERREER JTF—FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY ========================;‘ EmCEECE=SmES=c==m e JTF_FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY ey
Folders Passed: Sep 93, Sep 85, Sep 82 Investigations: Oct 93
Investigations: Oct 93 Vessey Case: NO
Vessey Case: NO
Case type: CRASH SITE EO S EEREEE SRR S NS S S EEEEEE R SR VEHICLE DATA EEm SRS RS CECESCECEEERESSEERSSEERS

Survivabhility: (3) Unknown

P, Vehicle Type: F4D 8704
==================ﬂﬂﬂﬂ======== VEHICLE DATA =================_—== ————————— Crash Type: Enemy action Engine Type: J7915
. Call Sign: REMATCH 03 1 Serial: 439906
Vehicle Type: F4D ‘ Serial: 8704 ee ) serial. 439509
Crash Type: Enemy action Engine Type: J7915
Call Signﬂ REMATCH 03 1 Ser%alz 439906 EEESOSCECSCESEISSCSCEERSSESE=S SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY
Year: 66 2 Serial: 439909
Y mmemmes . Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.
cezszzcz=szmzzm=ascassssszs  SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY ===s=s=sssss==sSssssSsssS2555 | Item is not applicable to this case.

' Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.
Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

= TItem is not applicable to this case.
or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.



CASE: 0981

=== CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
26 April 1983

ON 10 JANUARY 1968, 1LT EARL P. HOOPER JR. PILOT, CAPT KEITH N. HALL,
AIRCRAFT COMMANDER, WERE ABOARD AN F4D AIRCRAFT (#66~8704) NUMBER THREE
AIRCRAFT IN A FLIGHT OF FOUR ON A MIG COMBAT AIR PATROL MISSION. FIFTEEN
MINUTES FROM HOA LAC AIRFIELD (TARGET) THE FLIGHT WAS ADVISED OF SAM
LAUNCH. THE SECOND OF THREE SAM’S WAS OBSERVED TO EXPLODE SLIGHTLY BELOW
THE AIRCRAFT. AFTER BEING TOLD BY THE FLIGHT LEADER THAT HE WAS ON FIRE,
AND BEING ADVISED BY HIS WINGMAN TO GET OUT, CAPT HALL ADVISED THE FLIGHT

THAT THEY WERE EJECTING. (REF 1 & 2)

CAPT HALL TOLD 1LT HOPPER TO EJECT BUT RECEIVED NO REPLY. CAPT HALL
SAID "EARL GET OUT", AS THEY DID NOT HAVE MUCH TIME. 1LT HOPPER STATED
"T'VE PULLED ON IT AND IT DID NOT GO" (MEANING THAT THE EJECTION SEAT
HANDLE FAILED). CAPT HALL ADVISED 1LT HOPPER TO GO AGAIN TO WHICH 1LT
HOPPER REPLYED "YOU GO". CAPT HALL PULLED THE PRIMARY AND WHEN IT FAILED

PULLED THE ALTERNATE TO EJECT.

THE AIRCRAFT WAS OBSERVED TO BREAK INTO THREE LARGE PIECES AS IT
ENTERED THE LOW CLOUD COVERAGE SEVERAL WITNESSES GAVE VARIOUS STORIES. THE
FLIGHT LEADER BELIEVED HE SAW A DARK SHAPE LEAVING THE AIRCRAFT. FOLLOWED
BY THE SAME TYPE OBJECT, BUT DID NOT SEE EITHER PARACHUTE. A SECOND
WITNESS SAW TWO OBJECTS LEAVE AT DIFFERENT TIMES, AND A THRID SAW NEITHER
CANOPY NOR SEATS LEAVE. A FOURTH SAW TWO SPOTS BEHIND THE PLANE, BUT WAS
UNCLEAR AS TO WHAT THEY WERE. A FIFTH SAW TWO CANOPIES BUT ONLY ONE SEAT

EJECT.

AFTER BAIL OUT ONCE ON THE GROUND CAPT HALL ESTABLISHED VOICE CONTACT
WITH THE FLIGHT LEADER, AND THE SAR AIRCRAFT IN THE AREA. HE ALSO HEARD 10
TO 12 ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT 1LT HOPPER BY THE SAR, AS WELL AS ATTEMPTING TO
CONTACT 1LT HOPPER HIMSELF, ALL WITHOUT SUCCESS. DUE TO LOW CLOUD COVERAGE
SAR AIRCRAFT WAS UNABLE TO EFFECT RESCUE. TWO WEAK BEEPERS WERE HEARD BUT
COULD NOT BE CONFIRMED AS COMING FROM 1LT HOPPER. CAPT HALL WAS CAPTURED
AND RELEASED DURING OPERATION HOMECOMING. (REF 1 & 2)

WHILE HELD IN CAPTIVITY CAPT HALL NEVER RECEIVED ANY INFORMATION ON
1LT HOPPER, EXCEPT FOR AN INCIDENT IN AUG 1970, WHILE BEING INTERROGATED
FOR ABOUT 10 MIN CONCERNING 1LT HOPPER. CAPT HALL ASKED THE INTERROGATOR
IF 1LT HOPPER WAS A POW HE WAS TOLD THAT THE INTERROGATOR DID NOT KNOW.

“(REF 2)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
1LT HOPPERS NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE FOUR-PARTY
JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE. NO

Ao
[]

CASE: 0981

RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. 1LT HOPPER IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE
PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.
=== SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===
22 October 1991
THIS CORRRELATION IS BASED ON IDENTIFICATION MEDIA DATA. THE SOURCE
PROVIDED THE CORRECT NAME AND PERSONAL DATA OF CAPTAIN EARL P. HOPPER JR
IN A COPY OF AN OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT MIA DOCUMENT. (REF 3)
=== REFERENCES ===
26 April 1983
REFERENCES: <1> RPT , 432ND TRW (DPMP), AF FORM 484 W/STATEMENTS, 14
JAN 68. <2> RPT , HOS USAF, (AFMPC/DPMSCB), DEBRIEFING STATEMENT OF LTC

KEITH N. HALL, 19 SEPT 75. <3> 91-208, JCRC LNO BKK TH 170820Z JUN 931.
<4> CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH, 200247Z NOV 93.

=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ==
28 September 1982
A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON EARL P. HOPPER JR. WAS PASSED TO THE SRV
VIETNAMESE OFFICE FOR SEEKING MISSING PERSONS DURING THE 9-28 SEP 82
NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES VISIT TO HANOI. ANOTHER FOLDER WAS PASSED
DURING THE 25-28 SEP 85 JCRC TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.
26 April 1983
A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS GIVEN TO THE SRV
GOVERNMENT IN HANOI IN AUG 79 BY MEMBERS OF THE WOLFF DELEGATION. A FOLDER
WAS ALSO PASSED TO THE SRV GOVERNMENT IN DEC 82.
18 October 1993

CASE NARRATIVE FOR CASE 0981-0-01 WAS PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE VIETNAESE
GOVERNMENT DURING THE 29 SEP 93 COORDINATION MEETING.

=== ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS ===
26 April 1983

ASSOCIATED INDIVDUALS: EARL P. HOPPER 0981-0-01, AND KEITH N. HALL,
0981-1-02.




CASE: 0981

=== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
3 December 1993

ON 11 NOV 93, IE2 INVESTIGATED CASE 0981 IN XUAN NHA VILLAGE, MOC CHAU
DISTRICT, SON LA PROVINCE. IE2 INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES. ONE OF THE
INDIVIDUALS PROVIDED INFORMATION ON A PLANE CRASH IN SOUTHERN SON LA
PROVINCE. A CREWMAN WAS ALLEGEDLY CAPTURED AND EVENTUALLY TAKEN TO HANOTI.
THIS INFORMATION CORRELATES TO CASE 0981. BOTH WITNESSES PROVIDED
INFORMATION ON THE DISCOVERY OF A CRASH SITE IN JUL 77. ONE OF THE
INDIVIDUALS ALLEGEDLY FOUND AN UNIDENTIFIED BONE FRAGMENT AMONG THE
WRECKAGE. HE STATED HE LOST THE BONE SEVERAL YEARS LATER. HE ALSO FOUND A

HELMET, A PARACHUTE, A PISTOL, AND A SEAT. ACCORDING TO THE WITNESS, THESE

ITEMS WERE GIVEN TO DISTRICT AUTHORITIES WHO RETURNED THEM TO VILLAGES.
THE ITEMS WERE REPORTEDLY DESTROYED THROUGH PERSONAL USE BY THE VILLAGERS.
NEITHER INDIVIDUAL HAD FURTHER KNOWLEDGE OF REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS
ASSOCIATED WITH THIS INCIDENT. THE ALLEGED CRASH SITE AND THE OFFICIAL
INCIDENT LOCATION FOR THIS CASE ARE IN A REMOTE, MOUNTAINOUS REGION,
REQUIRING A THREE-TO-FOUR-DAY WALK. THE ROAD LEADING TO THE NEAREST
VILLAGE (15 KILOMETERS FROM THE INCIDENT LOCATION FOR CASE 0981) WAS
FLOODED. THEREFORE, IE2 WAS UNABLE TO CONDUCT SITE SURVEYS. (REF 4)

o

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 22 FEBRUARY 1994

REFNO: 0981~-0-01 (ACCNO 0838)

= BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Status:
Date Status assigned: 14 Jul 1982

-
—

(8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED

Name: HOPPER, EARL PEARSON JR.

Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood Chit
Service AIR FORCE Sex MALE Blood type
Grade 02 Hair  BROWN Somplex1on
SSAN Eyes  BLUE eapon
Serial No DATA Height 70 in /1.78 mtrs [Weapon No
Birth date 21 Jul 1943 [Weight 185 1lb / 83.8 kg |Duty pos
Home State CALIFORNIA Religion OTHER PW Camp

PDATA

A -

FAIR

.38 CAL PISTOL
K453221
NAVIGATOR

$

SITE INFORMATION

Site Type:

UTM:

Lat/Long:

Country:

Military Region:

Mission Province:
(formerly):

Mission District:

Mission Date:

Mission Category:

Local Analysis:

INCIDENT LOCATION (O0)

CRASH SITE
48QVH774777
203560N / 1044659E
NORTH VIETNAM

1

SON LA

MOC CHAU

10 Jan 1968 1607L
3

Remote area.

JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY

Folders Passed:

Feb 94, Sep 93, Sep 85, Sep 82

Investigations: Oct 93
Vessey Case: NO
Case type: CRASH SITE

Survivability: (3) Unknown

= VEHICLE DATA == =

Vehicle Type: F4D
Crash Type: Enemy
Call Sign: REMATC
Year: 66

Data

N
i

or Blank =

Serial: 8704
Engine Type: J7915
1 Serial: 439906
2 Serial: 439909

action
H 03

SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY

Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.
Item is not applicable to this case.

for item is unknown or not available.
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 22 FEBRUARY 1994

== BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

REFNO: 0981-1-02 (ACCNO 0804) Status: (T) RELEASED
Name: HALL, KEITH NORMAN Date Status assigned: 14 Mar 1973
Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood chit ©ATA
Service AIR FORCE Sex MALE Blood type
Grade 03 Hair Complexion
SSAN Eyes Weapon .38 CAL PISTOL
Serial No S?/FTA Height in /0.00 mtrs [Weapon No  K458223
Birth date Weight l1b / 0.0 kg |Duty pos PILOT
Home State Relilgion PW Camp HANOI PW DETE
=== = SITE INFORMATION =
INCIDENT LOCATION (0) LAST KNOWN LOCATION (1)

Site Type: CRASH SITE
UTM: 48QVH774777 48QWJ883248
Lat/Long: 203560N / 1044659E 210125N / 1055059E
Country: NORTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 1 3
Mission Province: SON LA HA NOI

(formerly) : HANOI
Mission District: MOC CHAU HOAN KIEM
Mission Date: 10 Jan 1968 1607L
Mission Category: 3 $
Local Analysis: Remote area. None.

== JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY

Investigations:

Oct 93

Vessey Case: NO

VEHICLE DATA

Il

Serial: 8704
Engine Type: J7915
1 Serial: 439906
2 Serial: 439909

Vehicle Type: F4D
Crash Type: Enemy action
Call Sign: REMATCH 03
Year: 66

SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY ===

Item has been researched but data cannot be obfained.
Item is not applicable to this case.
or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.

CASE: 0981
=== CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===

26 April 1983

ON 10 JANUARY 1968, 1LT EARL P. HOOPER JR. PILOT, CAPT KEITH N. HALL,
AIRCRAFT COMMANDER, WERE ABOARD AN F4D AIRCRAFT (#66-8704) NUMBER THREE
AIRCRAFT IN A FLIGHT OF FOUR ON A MIG COMBAT AIR PATROL MISSION. FIFTEEN
MINUTES FROM HOA LAC AIRFIELD (TARGET) THE FLIGHT WAS ADVISED OF SAM
LAUNCH. THE SECOND OF THREE SAM’S WAS OBSERVED TO EXPLODE SLIGHTLY BELOW
THE AIRCRAFT. AFTER BEING TOLD BY THE FLIGHT LEADER THAT HE WAS ON FIRE,
AND BEING ADVISED BY HIS WINGMAN TO GET OUT, CAPT HALL ADVISED THE FLIGHT

THAT THEY WERE EJECTING. (REF 1 & 2)

CAPT HALL TOLD 1LT HOPPER TO EJECT BUT RECEIVED NO REPLY. CAPT HALL
SAID "EARL GET OUT", AS THEY DID NOT HAVE MUCH TIME. 1LT HOPPER STATED
WI/VE PULLED ON IT AND IT DID NOT GO" (MEANING THAT THE EJECTION SEAT
HANDLE FAILED). CAPT HALL ADVISED 1LT HOPPER TO GO AGAIN TO WHICH 1LT
HOPPER REPLYED "YOU GO". CAPT HALL PULLED THE PRIMARY AND WHEN IT FAILED

PULLED THE ALTERNATE TO EJECT.

THE AIRCRAFT WAS OBSERVED TO BREAK INTO THREE LARGE PIECES AS IT
ENTERED THE LOW CLOUD COVERAGE SEVERAL WITNESSES GAVE VARIOUS STORIES. THE
FLIGHT LEADER BELIEVED HE SAW A DARK SHAPE LEAVING THE AIRCRAFT. FOLLOWED
BY THE SAME TYPE OBJECT, BUT DID NOT SEE EITHER PARACHUTE. A SECOND
WITNESS SAW TWO OBJECTS LEAVE AT DIFFERENT TIMES, AND A THRID SAW NEITHER
CANOPY NOR SEATS LEAVE. A FOURTH SAW TWO SPOTS BEHIND THE PLANE, BUT WAS
UNCLEAR AS TO WHAT THEY WERE. A FIFTH SAW TWO CANOPIES BUT ONLY ONE SEAT

EJECT.

AFTER BAIL OUT ONCE ON THE GROUND CAPT HALL ESTABLISHED VOICE CONTACT
WITH THE FLIGHT LEADER, AND THE SAR AIRCRAFT IN THE AREA. HE ALSO HEARD 10
TO 12 ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT 1LT HOPPER BY THE SAR, AS WELL AS ATTEMPTING TO
CONTACT 1LT HOPPER HIMSELF, ALL WITHOUT SUCCESS. DUE TO LOW CLOUD COVERAGE
SAR AIRCRAFT WAS UNABLE TO EFFECT RESCUE. TWO WEAK BEEPERS WERE HEARD BUT
COULD NOT BE CONFIRMED AS COMING FROM 1LT HOPPER. CAPT HALL WAS CAPTURED
AND RELEASED DURING OPERATION HOMECOMING. (REF 1 & 2)

WHILE HELD IN CAPTIVITY CAPT HALL NEVER RECEIVED ANY INFORMATION ON
1LT HOPPER, EXCEPT FOR AN INCIDENT IN AUG 1970, WHILE BEING INTERROGATED
FOR ABOUT 10 MIN CONCERNING 1LT HOPPER. CAPT HALL ASKED THE INTERROGATOR
IF 1LT HOPPER WAS A POW HE WAS TOLD THAT THE INTERROGATOR DID NOT KNOW.

(REF 2)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
1LT HOPPERS NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE FOUR-PARTY
JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE. NO




CASE: 0981

RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. 1LT HOPPER IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE
PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.
== SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===
22 October 1991

THIS CORRRELATION IS BASED ON IDENTIFICATION MEDIA DATA. THE SOURCE
PROVIDED THE CORRECT NAME AND PERSONAL DATA OF CAPTAIN EARL P. HOPPER JR
IN A COPY OF AN OFFICIAL U.S. COVERNMENT MIA DOCUMENT. (REF 3)

=== REFERENCES ===
26 April 1983

REFERENCES: <1> RPT , 432ND TRW (DPMP), AF FORM 484 W/STATEMENTS, 14

JAN 68. <2> RPT . HQS USAF, (AFMPC/DPMSCB), DEBRIEFING STATEMENT OF LTC
KEITH N. HALL, 19 SEPT 75. <3> 91-208, JCRC LNO BKK TH 170820Z JUN 91.

<4> CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH, 2002472 NOV 93.
=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
28 September 1982
A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON EARL P. HOPPER JR. WAS PASSED TO THE SRV
VIETNAMESE OFFICE FOR SEEKING MISSING PERSONS DURING THE 9-28 SEP 82
NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES VISIT TO HANOI. ANOTHER FOLDER WAS PASSED
DURING THE 25-28 SEP 85 JCRC TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.
26 April 1983
A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS GIVEN TO THE SRV
GOVERNMENT IN HANOI IN AUG 79 BY MEMBERS OF THE WOLFF DELEGATION. A FOLDER
WAS ALSO PASSED TO THE SRV GOVERNMENT IN DEC 82.
18 October 1993
CASE NARRATIVE FOR CASE 0981-0-01 WAS PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE VIETNAESE
GOVERNMENT DURING THE 29 SEP 93 COORDINATION MEETING.

17 February 1994

CASE NARRATIVE FOR CASE 0981-0-01 WAS PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING THE 3 FEB 94 TECHNICAL MEETING.

CASE: 0981

=== ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS ===
26 April 1983 ]

ASSOCIATED INDIVDUALS: EARL P. HOPPER 0981-0-01, AND KEITH N. HALL,
0981-1-02.

=== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
3 December 1993

ON 11 NOV 93, IE2 INVESTIGATED CASE 0981 IN XUAN NHA VILLAGE, MOC CHAU
DISTRICT, SON LA PROVINCE. IE2 INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES. ONE OF THE
INDIVIDUALS PROVIDED INFORMATION ON A PLANE CRASH IN SOUTHERN SON LA
PROVINCE. A CREWMAN WAS ALLEGEDLY CAPTURED AND EVENTUALLY TAKEN TO HANOI.
THIS INFORMATION CORRELATES TO CASE 0981. BOTH WITNESSES PROVIDED
INFORMATION ON THE DISCOVERY OF A CRASH SITE IN JUL 77. ONE OF THE
INDIVIDUALS ALLEGEDLY FOUND AN UNIDENTIFIED BONE FRAGMENT AMONG THE
WRECKAGE. HE STATED HE LOST THE BONE SEVERAL YEARS LATER. HE ALSO FOUND A
HELMET, A PARACHUTE, A PISTOL, AND A SEAT. ACCORDING TO THE WITNESS, THESE
TTEMS WERE GIVEN TO DISTRICT AUTHORITIES WHO RETURNED THEM TO VILLAGES.
THE ITEMS WERE REPORTEDLY DESTROYED THROUGH PERSONAL USE BY THE VILLAGERS.
NEITHER INDIVIDUAL HAD FURTHER KNOWLEDGE OF REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS
ASSOCIATED WITH THIS INCIDENT. THE ALLEGED CRASH SITE AND THE OFFICIAL
INCIDENT LOCATION FOR THIS CASE ARE IN A REMOTE, MOUNTAINOUS REGION,
REQUIRING A THREE-TO-FOUR-DAY WALK. THE ROAD LEADING TO THE NEAREST
VILLAGE (15 KILOMETERS FROM THE INCIDENT LOCATION FOR CASE 0981) WAS
FLOODED. THEREFORE, IE2 WAS UNABLE TO CONDUCT SITE SURVEYS. (REF 4)




JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 14 MARCH 1994

e T e e ]

BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ====

f— =ttty

REFNO: 0981-0-01

(ACCNO 0838)

Status: (8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED
Date Status assigned: 14 Jul 1982

Name: HOPPER, EARL PEARSON JR.
Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood Chit DATA
Service AIR FORCE Sex MALE Blood type A -
Grade 02 Hair  BROWN Complexion FAIR
SSAN DATA Eyes BLUE Weapon .38 CAL PISTOL
Serial No 000080425 Height 70 in /1.78 mtrs |Weapon No  K453221
Birth date 21 Jul 1943 [Weight 185 1b / 83.8 kg |Duty pos NAVIGATOR
Home State CALIFORNIA Religion OTHER PW Camp $
o = e SITE INFORMATION e Smm=—=== == =
INCIDENT LOCATION (0)
Site Type: CRASH SITE
UTM: 48QVH774777
Lat/Long: 203560N / 1044659E
Country: NORTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 1
Mission Province: SON LA
(formerly) :
Mission District:  MOC CHAU
Mission Date: 10 Jan 1968 1607L
Mission Category: 3
Local Analysis: Remote area.
JTF~-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY ========== s=oEmsssSSS=s==s
Folders Passed: Feb 94, Sep 93, Sep 85, Sep 82
Investigations: Oct 93
Vessey Case: NO
Case type: CRASH SITE
Survivability: (3) Unknown
== VEHICLE DATA e e
Vehicle Type: F4D Serial: 8704
Crash Type: Enemy action Engine Type: J7915
Call Sign: REMATCH 03 1 Serial: 439906
Year: 66 2 Serial: 439909

SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY =

Itenm is
Blank =

# =
$ =
e

or

not applicable to this case.

Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

Data for item is unknown or not available.

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 14 MARCH 1994

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

-
—_—

REFNO: 0981-1-02

(ACCNO 0804)

BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
Status:

N N T N N S L S o N S s e e =

s et s s e Tt

(T) RELEASED

Name: HALL, KEITH NORMAN Date Status assigned: 14 Mar 1973
Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood Chit ©OAYA
Service AIR FORCE Sex MALE Blood type
Grade 03 Hair Complexion
SSAN DATA Eyes Weapon .38 CAL PISTOL
Serial No 61501 Height in /0.00 mtrs |Weapon No  K458223
Birth date Weight lb / 0.0 kg |Duty pos PILOT
Home State Religion PW Camp HANOI PW DETE
= = SITE INFORMATION e === ===
INCIDENT LOCATION (0) LAST KNOWN LOCATION (1)
Site Type: CRASH SITE
UTM: 48QVH774777 48QWJ883248
Lat/Long: 203560N / 1044659E 210125N / 1055059E
Country: NORTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 1 3
Mission Province: SON LA HA NOI
.. (formerly): HANOI
Misslon District: MOC CHAU HOAN KIEM
Misslon Date: 10 Jan 1968 1607L
Mission Category: 3 S
Local Analysis: Remote area. None.

JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMA

Investigations:
Vessey Case:

NO

Oct 93

VEHICLE DATA

Vehicle Type:
Crash Type:

Call Sign:

Year:

F4D

Enemy action
REMATCH 03 1
66 2

#
$

Engine Type:

RY

8704
J7915
439906
439909

Serial:

Serial:
Serial:

SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY e

Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.
Item is not applicable to this case.

@ or Blank =

Data for item is unknown or not available.




CASE: 0981

== CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
26 April 1983

ON 10 JANUARY 1968, 1LT EARL P. HOOPER JR. PILOT, CAPT KEITH N. HALL,
AIRCRAFT COMMANDER, WERE ABOARD AN F4D AIRCRAFT (#66-8704) NUMBER THREE
AIRCRAFT IN A FLIGHT OF FOUR ON A MIG COMBAT AIR PATROL MISSION. FIFTEEN
MINUTES FROM HOA LAC AIRFIELD (TARGET) THE FLIGHT WAS ADVISED OF SAM
LAUNCH. THE SECOND OF THREE SAM’S WAS OBSERVED TO EXPLODE SLIGHTLY BELOW
THE AIRCRAFT. AFTER BEING TOLD BY THE FLIGHT LEADER THAT HE WAS ON FIRE,
AND BEING ADVISED BY HIS WINGMAN TO GET OUT, CAPT HALL ADVISED THE FLIGHT

THAT THEY WERE EJECTING. (REF 1 & 2)

CAPT HALL TOLD 1LT HOPPER TO EJECT BUT RECEIVED NO REPLY. CAPT HALL
SATD "EARL GET OUT", AS THEY DID NOT HAVE MUCH TIME. 1LT HOPPER STATED
"I/VE PULLED ON IT AND IT DID NOT GO" (MEANING THAT THE EJECTION SEAT
HANDLE FAILED). CAPT HALL ADVISED 1LT HOPPER TO GO AGAIN TO WHICH 1LT
HOPPER REPLYED "YOU GO". CAPT HALL PULLED THE PRIMARY AND WHEN IT FAILED

PULLED THE ALTERNATE TO EJECT.

THE AIRCRAFT WAS OBSERVED TO BREAK INTO THREE LARGE PIECES AS IT
ENTERED THE LOW CLOUD COVERAGE SEVERAL WITNESSES GAVE VARIOUS STORIES. THE
FLIGHT LEADER BELIEVED HE SAW A DARK SHAPE LEAVING THE AIRCRAFT. FOLLOWED
BY THE SAME TYPE OBJECT, BUT DID NOT SEE EITHER PARACHUTE. A SECOND
WITNESS SAW TWO OBJECTS LEAVE AT DIFFERENT TIMES, AND A THRID SAW NEITHER
CANOPY NOR SEATS LEAVE. A FOURTH SAW TWO SPOTS BEHIND THE PLANE, BUT WAS
UNCLEAR AS TO WHAT THEY WERE. A FIFTH SAW TWO CANOPIES BUT ONLY ONE SEAT

EJECT.

AFTER BAIL OUT ONCE ON THE GROUND CAPT HALL ESTABLISHED VOICE CONTACT
WITH THE FLIGHT LEADER, AND THE SAR AIRCRAFT IN THE AREA. HE ALSO HEARD 10
TO 12 ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT 1LT HOPPER BY THE SAR, AS WELL AS ATTEMPTING TO
CONTACT 1LT HOPPER HIMSELF, ALL WITHOUT SUCCESS. DUE TO LOW CLOUD COVERAGE
SAR AIRCRAFT WAS UNABLE TO EFFECT RESCUE. TWO WEAK BEEPERS WERE HEARD BUT
COULD NOT BE CONFIRMED AS COMING FROM 1LT HOPPER. CAPT HALL WAS CAPTURED
AND RELEASED DURING OPERATION HOMECOMING. (REF 1 & 2)

WHILE HELD IN CAPTIVITY CAPT HALL NEVER RECEIVED ANY INFORMATION ON
1LT HOPPER, EXCEPT FOR AN INCIDENT IN AUG 1970, WHILE BEING INTERROGATED
FOR ABOUT 10 MIN CONCERNING 1LT HOPPER. CAPT HALL ASKED THE INTERROGATOR
IF 1LT HOPPER WAS A POW HE WAS TOLD THAT THE INTERROGATOR DID NOT KNOW.

(REF 2)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
1LT HOPPERS NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE FOUR-PARTY
JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE. NO

CASE: 0981

RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. 1LT HOPPER IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE
PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.
=== SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===
22 October 1991
THIS CORRRELATION IS BASED ON IDENTIFICATION MEDIA DATA. THE SOURCE
PROVIDED THE CORRECT NAME AND PERSONAL DATA OF CAPTAIN EARL P. HOPPER JR
IN A COPY OF AN OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT MIA DOCUMENT. (REF 3)
=== REFERENCES ===
26 April 1983
REFERENCES: <1> RPT , 432ND TRW (DPMP), AF FORM 484 W/STATEMENTS, 14
JAN 68. <2> RPT , HQS USAF, (AFMPC/DPMSCB), DEBRIEFING STATEMENT OF LTC
KEITH N. HALL, 19 SEPT 75. <3> 91-208, JCRC LNO BKK TH 170820Z JUN 91.
<4> CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH, 200247Z NOV 93. <5> CDR, JTF~FA/J2 2318022
FEB 94.
=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
28 September 1982
A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON EARL P. HOPPER JR. WAS PASSED TO THE SRV
VIETNAMESE OFFICE FOR SEEKING MISSING PERSONS DURING THE 9-28 SEP 82
NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES VISIT TO HANOI. ANOTHER FOLDER WAS PASSED
DURING THE 25-28 SEP 85 JCRC TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.
26 April 1983
A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS GIVEN TO THE SRV
GOVERNMENT IN HANOI IN AUG 79 BY MEMBERS OF THE WOLFF DELEGATION. A FOLDER
WAS ALSO PASSED TO THE SRV GOVERNMENT IN DEC 82.
18 October 1993
CASE NARRATIVE FOR CASE 0981-0-01 WAS PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE VIETNAESE
GOVERNMENT DURING THE 29 SEP 93 COORDINATION MEETING.
17 February 1994

CASE NARRATIVE FOR CASE 0981-0-01 WAS PASSED TO OFFICIALS'OF THE
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING THE 3 FEB 94 TECHNICAL MEETING.




CASE: 0981

=== ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS ===
26 April 1983

ASSOCIATED INDIVDUALS: EARL P. HOPPER 0981-0-01, AND KEITH N. HALL,
0981-1~-02.

=== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
3 December 1993

ON 11 Nov 93, IE2 INVESTIGATED CASE 0981 IN XUAN NHA VILLAGE, MOC CHAU
DISTRICT, SON LA PROVINCE. TE2 INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES. ONE OF THE
INDIVIDUALS PROVIDED INFORMATION ON A PLANE CRASH IN SOUTHERN SON LA
PROVINCE. A CREWMAN WAS ALLEGEDLY CAPTURED AND EVENTUALLY TAKEN TO HANOI.
THIS INFORMATION CORRELATES TO CASE 0981. BOTH WITNESSES PROVIDED
INFORMATION ON THE DISCOVERY OF A CRASH SITE IN JUL 77. ONE OF THE
INDIVIDUALS ALLEGEDLY FOUND AN UNIDENTIFIED BONE FRAGMENT AMONG THE
WRECKAGE. HE STATED HE LOST THE BONE SEVERAL YEARS LATER. HE ALSO FOUND A
HELMET, A PARACHUTE, A PISTOL, AND A SEAT. ACCORDING TO THE WITNESS, THESE
ITEMS WERE GIVEN TO DISTRICT AUTHORITIES WHO RETURNED THEM TO VILLAGES.
THE ITEMS WERE REPORTEDLY DESTROYED THROUGH PERSONAL USE BY THE VILLAGERS.
NEITHER INDIVIDUAL HAD FURTHER KNOWLEDGE OF REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS
ASSOCIATED WITH THIS INCIDENT. THE ALLEGED CRASH SITE AND THE OFFICIAL
INCIDENT LOCATION FOR THIS CASE ARE IN A REMOTE, MOUNTAINOUS REGION,
REQUIRING A THREE-TO-FOUR-DAY WALK. THE ROAD LEADING TO THE NEAREST
VILLAGE (15 KILOMETERS FROM THE INCIDENT LOCATION FOR CASE 0981) WAS
FLOODED. THEREFORE, IE2 WAS UNABLE TO CONDUCT SITE SURVEYS. (REF 4)

=== ARCHIVAL RESEARCH INFORMATION ===
2 March 1994
ON 31 AUG 93, THE VIETNAMESE PROVIDED A DOCUMENT TITLED "LLIST OF AMERICAN
PILOTS DOWNED IN MOC CHAU FROM 14/6/1965 TO 27/6/1972." LINE ENTRY # 9 OF

THIS DOCUMENT CORRELATED TO REFNO 0981-1-02, BASED ON DATE OF INCIDENT,
STATUS, CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS AND GENERAL LOCATION. (REF 5)

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 8 APRIL 1994

B L L E e e e BIOGRAPHI C INFORMATION e L e e

Status: (8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED

REFNO: 0981-0-01 (ACCNO 0838)
Date Status assigned: 14 Jul 1982

Name: HOPPER, EARL PEARSON JR.

Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood chit DATA

Service AIR FORCE Se:t MALE Blood type A -

Grade 02 Hair  BROWN Complexion FAIR

SSAN DATA Eyes BLUE Weapon .38 CAL PISTOL
Serial No 000080425 Height 70 in /1.78 ntrs |Weapon No  K453221

Birth date 21 Jul 1943 Weight 185 1b / 83.8 kg Duty pos NAVIGATOR

Home State CALIFORNIA Religion OTHER PW Camp

============================= SITE INFORMATION B e e s

INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

site Type: . CRASH SITE

UTM: 48QVH774777
Lat/Long: 203560N / 1044659E
Country: NORTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 1

Mission Province:  SON LA

(formerly):
Mission District: MOC CHAU
Mission Date: 10 Jan 1968 1607L
Mission Category: 3
Local Analysils: Remote area.

JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY ==

Folders Passed: Feb 94, Sep 93, Sep 85, Sep 82
Investigations: Oct 93, Feb 94

Surveys: Feb 94

Vessey Case: NO

Case type: CRASH SITE

Survivability: (3) Unknown

VEHICLE DATA =

Serial: 8704
Engine Type: J7915
1 Serial: 439906
2 Serial: 439909

Vehicle Type: F4D ‘
Crash Type: Enemy actlon

call Sign: REMATCH 03

Year: 66
== SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY =
# = 1Item has been:researched but.data cannot be obtained.
$ = Item is not applicable to this case.

@ or-Blank = Data for item is unknown oI not available.




JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 8 APRIL 1994

S==== BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

REFNO: 0981-1-02 (ACCNO 0804)
Name: HALL, KEITH NORMAN

Status: (T) RELEASED

Date Status assigned: 14 Mar 1973

.38 CAL PISTOL
K458223

HANOI PW DETE

Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood Chit DATA
Service AIR FORCE Sex MALE Blood type

Grade 03 Hair Complexion

SSAN DATA Eyes Weapon

Serial No 61501 Height in /0.00 mtrs |Weapon No

Birth date Weight l1b / 0.0 kg [Duty pos PILOT
Home State Religion PW Camp
mEssmmssssmzmsssossss=mmnzmzmzm== STTE INFORMATION 2 =====s==ss=ssomeec

INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

LAST KNOWN LOCATION (1)

Site Type: . CRASH SITE

UTM: 48QVH774777 48QWJ883248

Lat/Long: 203560N,/ 1044659E 210125N / 1055059E

Country: NORTH VIETNAM

Military Region: 1 3

Mission Province: SON LA HA NOI
(formerly): HANOI

Mission District: MOC CHAU HOAN KIEM

Mission Date: 10 Jan 1968 1607L

Mission Category: 3 S

Local Analysis: Remote area. None.

=========sss====s========= JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY = =

Investigations: Oct 93, Feb 94
Surveys: Feb 94
Vessey Case: NO

z=========== VEHICLE DATA

Vehicle Type: F4D
Crash Type: Enemy action
Call Sign: REMATCH 03
Year: 66

Serial: 8704
Engine Type: J7915
1 Serial: 439906
2 Serial: 439909

SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY

l
|
|
il

Item is not applicable to this case.
or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.

LN
n

Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

CASE: 0981

=== CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
_ 26 April 1983

ON 10 JANUARY 1968, 1LT EARL P. HOOPER JR. PILOT, CAPT KEITH N. HALL,
AIRCRAFT COMMANDER, WERE ABOARD AN F4D AIRCRAFT (#66~8704) NUMBER THREE
AIRCRAFT IN A FLIGHT OF FOUR ON A MIG COMBAT AIR PATROL MISSION. FIFTEEN
MINUTES FROM HOA LAC AIRFIELD (TARGET) THE FLIGHT WAS ADVISED OF SAM
LAUNCH. THE SECOND OF THREE SAM’S WAS OBSERVED TO EXPLODE SLIGHTLY BELOW
THE AIRCRAFT. AFTER BEING TOLD BY THE FLIGHT LEADER THAT HE WAS ON FIRE,
AND BEING ADVISED BY HIS WINGMAN TO GET OUT, CAPT HALL ADVISED THE FLIGHT
THAT THEY WERE EJECTING. /REF 1 & 2)

CAPT HALL TOLD 1LT HOPPER TO EJECT BUT RECEIVED NO REPLY. CAPT HALL
SAID "EARL GET OUT", AS THEY DID NOT HAVE MUCH TIME. 1LT HOPPER STATED
"I’VE PULLED ON IT AND IT DID NOT GO" (MEANING THAT THE EJECTION SEAT
HANDLE FAILED). CAPT HALL ADVISED 1LT HOPPER TO GO AGAIN TO WHICH 1LT
HOPPER REPLYED "YOU GO". CAPT HALL PULLED THE PRIMARY AND WHEN IT FAILED
PULLED THE ALTERNATE TO EJECT.

THE AIRCRAFT WAS OBSERVED TO BREAK INTO THREE LARGE PIECES AS IT
ENTERED THE LOW CLOUD COVERAGE SEVERAL WITNESSES GAVE VARIOUS STORIES. THE
FLIGHT LEADER BELIEVED HE SAW A DARK SHAPE LEAVING THE AIRCRAFT. FOLLOWED
BY THE SAME TYPE OBJECT, BUT DID NOT SEE EITHER PARACHUTE. A SECOND
WITNESS SAW TWO OBJECTS LEAVE AT DIFFERENT TIMES, AND A THRID SAW NEITHER
CANOPY NOR SEATS LEAVE. A FOURTH SAW TWO SPOTS BEHIND THE PLANE, BUT WAS
UNCLEAR AS TO WHAT THEY WERE. A FIFTH SAW TWO CANOPIES BUT ONLY ONE SEAT
EJECT,

AFTER BAIL OUT ONCE ON THE GROUND CAPT HALL ESTABLISHED VOICE CONTACT
WITH THE FLIGHT LEADER, AND THE SAR AIRCRAFT IN THE AREA. HE ALSO HEARD 10
TO 12 ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT 1LT HOPPER BY THE SAR, AS WELL AS ATTEMPTING TO
CONTACT 1LT HOPPER HIMSELF, ALL WITHOUT SUCCESS. DUE TO LOW CLOUD COVERAGE
SAR AIRCRAFT WAS UNABLE TO EFFECT RESCUE. TWO WEAK BEEPERS WERE HEARD BUT
COULD NOT BE CONFIRMED AS COMING FROM 1LT HOPPER. CAPT HALL WAS CAPTURED
AND RELEASED DURING OPERATION HOMECOMING. (REF 1 & 2)

WHILE HELD IN CAPTIVITY CAPT HALL NEVER RECEIVED ANY INFORMATION ON
1LT HOPPER, EXCEPT FOR AN INCIDENT IN AUG 1970, WHILE BEING INTERROGATFD
FOR ABOUT 10 MIN CONCERNING 1LT HOPPER. CAPT HALL ASKED THE INTERROGATOR
IF 1LT HOPPER WAS A POW HE WAS TOLD THAT THE INTERROGATOR DID NOT KNOW.
(REF 2) :

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
1LT HOPPERS NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE FOUR-PARTY
JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE. NO




CASE: 0981

RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. 1LT HOPPER IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE
PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

-—

=== SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===
22 October 1991
THIS CORRRELATION IS BASED ON IDENTIFICATION MEDIA DATA. THE SOURCE

PROVIDED THE CORRECT NAME AND PERSONAL DATA OF CAPTAIN EARL P. HOPPER JR
IN A COPY OF AN OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT MIA DOCUMENT. (REF 3)

=== REFERENCES ===

26 April 1983
REFERENCES: <1> RPT 432ND TRW (DPMP), AF FORM 484 W/STATEMENTS, 14
JAN 68. <2> RPT HQS USAF, (AFMPC/DPMSCB), DEBRIEFING STATEMENT OF LTC
KEITH N. HALL, 19 SEPT 7%. <3> 91-208, JCRC LNO BKK TH 170820Z JUN 91.
<4> CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH, 200247Z NOV 93. <5> CDR, JTF-FA/J2 2318022
FEB 94. <6> CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 2604297 MAR 94.

=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
28 September 1982
A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON EARL P. HOPPER JR. WAS PASSED TO THE SRV

VIETNAMESE OFFICE FOR SEEKING MISSING PERSONS DURING THE 9-28 SEP 82
NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES VISIT TO HANOI. ANOTHER FOLDER WAS PASSED
DURING THE 25-28 SEP 85 JCRC TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.

26 April 1983

A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS GIVEN TO THE SRV

GOVERNMENT IN HANOI IN AUG 79 BY MEMBERS OF THE WOLFF DELEGATION. A FOLDER
WAS ALSO PASSED TO THE SRV GOVERNMENT IN DEC 82.

18 October 1993
CASE NARRATIVE FOR CASE 0981-0-01 WAS PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE VIETNAESE
GOVERNMENT DURING THE 29 $EP 93 COORDINATION MEETING.

17 February 1994

CASE NARRATIVE FOR CASE 0981-0-01 WAS PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING THE 3 FEB 94 TECHNICAL MEETING.

-~

CASE: 0981

=== ' ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS ===
- 26 April 1983

ASSOCIATED INDIVDUALS: EARL P. HOPPER 0981-0-01, AND KEITH N. HALL,
0981-1-02.

=== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
3 Decenmber 1993

ON 11 NOV 93, IE2 INVESTIGATED CASE 0981 IN XUAN NHA VILLAGE, MOC CHAU
DISTRICT, SON LA PROVINCE. IE2 INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES. ONE OF THE
INDIVIDUALS PROVIDED INFORMATION ON A PLANE CRASH IN SOUTHERN SON LA
PROVINCE. A CREWMAN WAS ALLEGEDLY CAPTURED AND EVENTUALLY TAKEN TO HANOI.
THIS INFORMATION CORRELATES TO CASE 0981. BOTH WITNESSES PROVIDED
INFORMATION ON THE DISCOVERY OF A CRASH SITE IN JUL 77. ONE OF THE
INDIVIDUALS ALLEGEDLY FOUND AN UNIDENTIFIED BONE FRAGMENT AMONG THE
WRECKAGE. HE STATED HE LOST THE BONE SEVERAL YEARS LATER. HE ALSO FOUND A
HELMET, A PARACHUTE, A PISTOL, AND A SEAT. ACCORDING TO THE WITNESS, THESE
ITEMS WERE GIVEN TO DISTRICT AUTHORITIES WHO RETURNED THEM TO VILLAGES.
THE ITEMS WERE REPORTEDLY DESTROYED THROUGH PERSONAL USE BY THE VILLAGERS.
NEITHER INDIVIDUAL HAD FURTHER KNOWLEDGE OF REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS
ASSOCIATED WITH THIS INCIDENT. THE ALLEGED CRASH SITE AND THE OFFICIAL
INCIDENT LOCATION FOR THIS CASE ARE IN A REMOTE, MOUNTAINOUS REGION,
REQUIRING A THREE-TO-FOUR-DAY WALK. THE ROAD LEADING TO THE NEAREST
VILLAGE (15 KILOMETERS FROM THE INCIDENT LOCATION FOR CASE 0981) WAS
FLOODED. THEREFORE, IE2 WAS UNABLE TO CONDUCT SITE SURVEYS. (REF 4)

4 April 1994

ON 4 AND 5 MAR 94, IE1 INVESTIGATED CASE 0981 IN XUAN NHA VILLAGE, MOC
CHAU DISTRICT, SON LA PROVINCE. IE1 INTERVIEWED ONE WITNESS WHO PROVIDED
LIMITED INFORMATION ON A PLANE CRASH IN SOUTHERN SON LA PROVINCE.
ALLEGEDLY A CREWMAN WAS CAPTURED AND EVENTUALLY TAKEN TO HANOI. THIS
INFORMATION CORRELATES TO CASE 0981. THE WITNESS PROVIDED INFORMATION ON
THE DISCOVERY OF A CRASH SITE IN JUL 77. THE SITE HAS BEEN COMPLETELY
SCAVENGED AND THERE ARE MAJOR TRAILS THAT LEAD TO THE LOCATION FROM MANY
OF THE SURROUNDING VILLAGES. THE WITNESS HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF REMAINS OR
PERSONAIL EFFECTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS INCIDENT. IEl1 WAS ABLE TO CONDUCT
SITE SURVEYS FOR THE WITNESS LOCATION AND THE U.S. RECORD SITE. THE
SEARCHES YIELDED NO EVIDENCE OF AN AIRCRAFT CRASH, BURIAL SITE, REMAINS,
OR PERSONAL EFFECTS. (REF 6)

=== ARCHIVAL RESEARCH INFORMATION ===

2 March 1994
ON 31 AUG -93, THE VIETNAMESE PROVIDED A DOCUMENT TITLED "LIST OF AMERICAN

-~
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CASE: 0981

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

PTILOTS DOWNED IN MOC CHAU FROM 14/6/1965 TO 27/6/1972." LINE ENTRY # 9 OF
THIS DOCUMENT CORRELATED TO REFNO 0981-1-02, BASED ON DATE OF INCIDENT, CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-5025

STATUS, CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS AND GENERAL LOCATION. (REF 5)
CASE 0981-0-01

NARRATIVE
ON 10 JANUARY 1968, FIRST LIEUTENANT EARL P. HOPPER, JUNIOR,
AND CAPTAIN KEITH N. HALL WERE THE CREW ABOARD AN F-4D FIGHTER
(SERIAL NUMBER 66-8704) IN A FLIGHT OF FOUR AIRCRAFT ON A COMBAT
AIR PATROL MISSION. THEIR AIRCRAFT WAS HIT BY A SURFACE-TO-AIR
MISSILE, BROKE INTO THREE PIECES AND FELL TO THE GROUND IN THE
VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES VH774777, APPROXIMATELY 35
KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF MOC CHAU AND 6 KILOMETERS WEST-NORTHWEST
- OF TA COM, SON LA PROVINCE. CAPTAIN HALL PARACHUTED TO THE
GROUND AND WAS CAPTURED. ON HIS RETURN TO U.S. CONTROL IN 1973,
HE STATED THAT AFTER THE AIRCRAFT WAS HIT, HE TOLD FIRST
LIEUTENANT HOPPER TO EJECT BUT HE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY OTHER
PARACHUTE OR HEAR ANY EMERGENCY RADIO TRANSMISSIONS FROM FIRST
LIEUTENANT HOPPER. THE OTHER FLIGHT MEMBERS OBSERVED OBJECTS

SEPARATING FROM THE DAMAGED AIRCRAFT BUT DID NOT SEE ANY

PARACHUTES.

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS:
NAME: HOPPER, EARL PEARSON JUNIOR

RANK: FIRST LIEUTENANT, U.S. AIR FORCE

DATE OF BIRTH: 21 JULY 1943

) RACE: CAUCASIAN

. PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE -
: : VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT DURING THE;;f
7 29 SEP 93 COCRDINATION MEETING f
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL-ACCOUNTING
BOX 64044

CASE 0981-0-01
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044

HEIGHT: 1.78 METERS .
vy s6 0981-0-01

WEIGHT: 83.8 KILOGRAMS
T¢ Tudng Thuat

HAIR: BROWN
Vao ngay 10 thang giéng nam 1968, Trung Uy Earl P. Hopper, Junior. va

EYES: BLUE

pai Uy Keith N. Hall la phi hanh doan trén may bay chién ddu kiéu F-4D

(s6 hiéu 66-8704) trong bién déi gém cé bén may bay c6 nhiém vu tuan tiéu
tac chién. May bay ho bi tén lira ddt d&i khéng ban tring, bi vd thanh ba
manh va xudng dat trong vang phu can & toa do VH774777, cach Moc Chau
khoang do 35 cay s6 vé phia déng nam va cach Ta Com 6 cay sé vé phia

tay tay-bic, tinh Son La. bai Oy Hall nhdy du xudng dat va bi bat. Khi
6ng ta tro vé My vao nam 1973, ong ta noi rang sau khi may bay bi ban
tring, 6ng ta bao Trung Uy Hopper nhay du nhung khong thay chiéc du néao
khac hodc nghe sy phat thanh cdp cfu gi c4 bang ra-di-6 cla Trung Uy Hopper
dau. cac phi hanh vién khac trong bién déi thdy cac dé vat chia ti may bay

bi thiét hai nhung khéng thdy chiéc du nao ca.

sau day la nhitng chi tiét lién gquan:

Ho va tén: Hopper, Earl Pearson Junior
cap bac: Trung Uy, Khéng Quan Hoa Ky

Ngay sinh: Ngay 21 thang 7 nam 1943

Cchung téc: Da trang
chiéu cao: | thuoc 78
can nang: 83 ki 8
Mau toc: Nau

Mau mat: Xanh




JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
" .BOX 64044
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044

CASE 0981-0-01
NARRATIVE

ON 10 JANUARY 1968, FIRST LIEUTENANT EARL P. HOPPER, JUNIOR,
AND CAPTAIN KEITH N. HALL WERE THE CREW ABOARD AN F-4D FIGHTER
(SERIAL NUMBER 66-8704) IN A FLIGHT OF FOUR AIRCRAFT ON A COMBAT
AIR PATROL MISSION OVER NORTHERN VIETNAM. THEIR AIRCRAFT WAS HIT
BY A SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILE, BROKE INTO THREE PIECES AND FELL TO
THE GROUND IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES VH774777,
APPROXIMATELY 35 KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF MOC CHAU AND 6
KILOMETERS WEST-NORTHWEST OF TA COM, SON LA PROVINCE. CAPTAIN
HALL PARACHUTED TO THE GROUND AND WAS CAPTURED. ON HIS RETURN TO
U.S. CONTROL IN 1973,.HE STATED THAT AFTER THE AIRCRAFT WAS HIT,
HE TOLD FIRST LIEUTENANT HOPPER TO EJECT BUT HE DID NOT OBSERVE A
PARACHUTE OR HEAR ANY EMERGENCY RADIO TRANSMISSIONS FROM FIRST
LIEUTENANT HOPPER. THE OTHER FLIGHT MEMBERS OBSERVED OBJECTS
‘SEPARATING FROM THE DAMAGED AIRCRAFT BUT DID NOT SEE ANY
PARACHUTES.

ON 11 NOVEMBER 1993, A JOINT TEAM VISITED XUAN NHA VILLAGE,
MOC CHAU DISTRICT, SON LA PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE THIS CASE. THE
TEAM INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES. MR. DINH VAN XUAN, A FORMER
DISTRICT MILITARY COMMANDER FROM 1670-1972, REPORTED THAT LATE
ONE AFTERNOON ON AN UNRECALLED DATE, HE WAS INFORMED BY XUAN NHA

VILLAGERS THAT AN AIRCRAFT HAD CRASHED ON A MOUNTAIN IN THANH HOA

PROVINCE.

PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING
THE 3 FEB 94 TECHNICAL MEETING

- CASE 0981-0-01

THE MILITIA FORCES HAD CAPTURED A RED-HAIRED CAUCASIAN WHO WAS
MOVED TO MOC CHAU DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS THE FOLLOWING MORNING AND
EVENTUALLY TRANSFERRED TO THE DEFENSE MINISTRY IN HANOI. 1IN JULY
1977, MR. XUAN REPORTED HE FOUND AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE NEAR A JUNGLE
STREAM IN SOUTHERN SON LA PROVINCE. HE RECOVERED A HELMET, A
PARACHUTE, A PISTOL AND A SEAT ABOUT 50 METERS FROM THE WRECKAGE.
THE ITEMS WERE GIVEN TO DISTRICT AUTHORITIES. MR. XUAN ALSO
FOUND A SMALL BONE FRAGMENT WHICH HE LOST SEVERAL YEARS LATER.
THE SECOND WITNESS, MR. DINH VAN PHANH, REPORTED HE WAS ONE OF
SEVERAL VILLAGERS WHO SCAVENGED THE WRECKAGE. HE HAD NO
KNOWLEDGE OF REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS FOUND IN THE AREA. THE
ALLEGED CRASH SITE ANb THE OFFICIAL INCIDENT LOCATION ARE IN A
REMOTE, MOUNTAINOUS REGION, REQUIRING A THREE-TO-FOUR DAY WALK.

DUE TO THE FLOODED CONDITIONS IN THE AREA, THE TEAM WAS UNABLE TO

INVESTIGATE THE SITES.

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS:
NAME: HOPPER, EARL PEARSON JUNIOR
RANK: FIRST LIEUTENANT, U.S. AIR FORCE
DATE OF BIRTH: 21 JULY 1943
RACE: CAUCASIAN
HEIGHT: 1.78 METERS
WEIGHT: 83.8 KILOGRAMS
HAIR: BROWN

EYES: BLUE




JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL-ACCOUNTING
BOX 64044
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044

Vu s6 0981-0-01
Td Tudng Thuat
vao ngay 10 thang 1 ndm 1968, Trung dy EARL P. HOPPER, JUNIOR, va

bai Uy KEITH N. HALL la phi hanh vién trén chiéc may bay chién dau F-4D (s6

hiéu 66-8704) trong bién doi bén chiéc vao nhiém vu tudn tra gqua mién bac

viét Nam. chiéc may bay bi ban tring bing tén lia dit déi khéng,  bi vo

thanh ba manh va roi xudng trong pham vi cla toa do VH774777, khoang 35

cay s phia déng nam cua Moc Chau va 6 cay s6 phia tay tay bac cua Ta Com,

tinh Son La. bai Uy HALL nhdy du xuéng dat va bi bat. sau khi tro vé My

trong nam 1973, 06ng ta noi sau khi may bay bi ban trdng, ©ong ta nol Trung

dy HOPPER nhdy ra nhung 6ng ta khong thdy du hay nghe tin hiéu cap ciu tu

Trung iy HOPPER. T6 lai khac thdy co vat roi khoi chiéc may bay bi pha huy

nhung khéng thay dua.

vao ngay 11 thang 11 nam 1993, mot d6i hén hop dén  xa Xuan Nha,

huyén Moc chau, tinh Son La dé diéu tra vu nay. poi phong van hai nhan

ching. 6ng binh Vvan Xuan,  cuu Xa poi Trudng tu nam 1970 - 1972, cho biét

vao budi chiéu khéng nhd ngay, dan xa Xuan Nha cho ong ta biét co chiéc may

bay bi roi trén nai ¢ tinh Thanh Hoa. Luyc lugng dan quan bat song nguoi da
trang toc do, ngay hom sau chuyén tdi boé chi huy huyén MoC chau va thol

gian sau chuyén tdi bo gudéc phong o Ha Noi. Trong thang 7 nam 1977, ong

Xuan bao da tim thay xac may bay gan xudi 0O trong rung phia nam cia tinh

Sun La. Ong ta thu héi mot non phi cong, mot cai du, mot khau sung luc va

mot cai ghé cach xac may  bay khoang 50 met. Nhirng hien  vat trao Joa ho

-

vu s6 0981-0-01

chinh quyén huyén. Ong Xuén ciing tim dugc mét manh xuong nhé  nhung bi mat

vai nam sau. Nhan ching thu hai, o6ng binh Van Phanh, cho biét 6ng la mot

trong nhitng ngudi dan x& thu nhat xac may bay. Ong ta khong biét gi vé hai

ché dugc cho la ché roi va

c&t hay vat ca nhan tim dugc ¢ trong khu wvic.

hién trudng theo hé so My déu & khu vyc héo lanh, vung ndii, mat ba dén bon

ngay dudng bd. Vi lut trong khu vyc, d6i khong thé diéu tra hién trudng.

sau day la nhing chi tiét lién quan:

Ho va tén: HOPPER, EARL PEARSON JUNIOR

cdp bac: Trung dy, Khoéng quan My

Ngay sinh: 21 thang 7 nam 1943

chiing téc: Da trang

Chiéu cao: 1.78 met

83.8 ki

Can nang:

Mau téc: Nau

Mau mat: Xanh
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